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before passing on, it may be well to pause and to note that the
Supreme Soul in this philosophy has none of those attributes
of self-conscious intelligence and will which the Supreme Cause
has in Western Thought, and that these high attributes of the
mind are neither part nor product of the Soul, as with us, but
are, like the rest of Physical Nature, the offspring entirely of
those veils of illusion with which it has surrounded itself.
That is to say, Intelligence, Self-consciousness, and Will, instead
of being, as with us, parts or attributes of the Supreme Spirit,
are in this Vedanta Philosophy, as in all the other Hindoo
philosophies, part of Nature, that is to say of the material side
of things with which as its other side the Soul is bound up.
Individual salvation, in consequence, or that union of the
individual soul with the Supreme Soul which is the end and
aim of the Hindoos, can only be attained by the perception of
the fact that the world of Nature and of human life and even
the world of intelligence itself, strange as it may seem, are but
the results of so many veils of illusion by which we are deceived;
and that therefore all the loves and interests which appertain
to these things, must be entirely shut out from the mind and
heart. Or in other words, the Supreme Soul raises up an
intelligence which is no part of itself, in order to enable the
Soul to separate itself from what is not itself, and from this very
intelligence as much as from the rest; as the seed, in the words
of the great Sankaracharya, purifies the water of its mud, and
then sinks to the bottom with the sediment when the work
is done.

With this great Vedanta Philosophy as starting point, a
philosophy in which tho Supreme Soul plays so important a
part as to reduce its material counterpart to a mere veil or
illusion, it is evident that Hindoo Philosophy cannot rest, "but
must continue its evolution through a stage in which the
Material Factor shall have some more real and positive place
assigned it. And this we have in the next great system,
the Sankhya. In this system the two sides have equal and